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Subject: Winter Application Monitoring

Dear   :

You may be aware of the recent Blue Green Algae blooms on Western Lake Erie and 
the subsequent ban on drinking water issued by the City of Toledo’s Public Utility 
Department.  This incident has fueled continuing discussions on the nutrient loading to 
Lake Erie.  Federal and neighboring state governments have been devoting attention to 
this matter as well.  

The cause of the recent algae blooms in Lake Erie are complex, but nutrient discharge 
from agricultural fertilizers, including land application of animal manure from farms has 
received considerable attention from the media and general public.  While Michigan has 
a number of programs in place already to protect water quality, it is clear that in 
environmentally sensitive areas like Lake Erie more needs to be done.  The Department 
of Environmental Quality (DEQ) appreciates your efforts to maintain compliance with 
your National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit and we are 
asking you to continue to partner with us to be leaders in water quality protection.

The practice of winter manure application has also received considerable scrutiny.  This 
coming winter, DEQ will be focusing attention on winter application of animal waste in 
areas affected by problematic downstream algae blooms.  This will include 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) within the following watersheds:  the 
Lake Erie Basin, Lake Macatawa, and the Saginaw Bay of Lake Huron.  You are 
receiving this letter because your farm is located within the (Lake Erie, Lake Macatawa, 
or Saginaw Bay) watershed.  This effort is an attempt to minimize discharge of nutrients 
and to demonstrate that Michigan CAFOs operated in compliance with current permit 
conditions are part of the solution to harmful algae blooms.  All CAFO NPDES permits 
require six months of storage at some point during the period of November 1 to 
December 31 of each year.  Therefore, winter application and manifesting of CAFO 
waste should not be necessary in order to maintain adequate storage during winter 
months.  Please pay particular attention this fall to obtaining sufficient storage to avoid 
land application on frozen and snow covered ground, if at all possible.
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If winter application or manifesting of CAFO waste is unavoidable, DEQ is requesting 
that you contact me at least 48 hours before applying or manifesting. This will allow staff 
the opportunity to gather data and conduct field inspections before and after application.  
You should be aware that your permit requires that these sites be included in your 
farm’s CNMP and be evaluated according to the Technical Standard for the Surface 
Application of Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations Waste on Frozen or Snow-
Covered Ground Without Incorporation or Injection prior to the application.  Notifying the 
DEQ prior to winter application and/or manifesting is not a permit requirement at this 
time and failure to do so is not a permit violation.  However, we ask for your voluntary 
cooperation to demonstrate Michigan CAFOs’ stewardship and dedication to Michigan’s 
water quality.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this effort and your assistance to keep 
Michigan’s water clean.  Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us.

 Sincerely,

 District Staff Person
 Environmental Quality Analyst
 Water Resources Division
 Staff Phone Number
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